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$iM  would 
deploy  IMB 
personnel 
to  Houston 

GRAPEVINE.  Texas  (BP) 

—  International  Mission 
Board  missionaries  return¬ 
ing  from  the  mission  field 
as  part  of  a  voluntary  staff 
reduction  could  find  imme¬ 
diate  opportunities  to  reach 
ethnic  people  groups  in  one 
of  America’s  most  diverse 
megacities  -  Houston. 

The  Southern  Baptists  of 
Texas  Convention’s  Execu¬ 
tive  Board  will  cot  aider  a  rec¬ 
ommendation  in  it:  Novem¬ 
ber  meeting  set  aside  $1 
million  to  frdlitate  returning 
missionaries  as  church  plant¬ 
ers  or  orarch  revitalizers 
for  the  convention’s  Reach 
Houston  initiative. 

•Reach  Houston  is  a  SBTC 
plan  to  increase  church 

Jim  Rich¬ 
ards  said. 

“With  Houston  being  the 
most  ethnically  diverse  city 
in  the  United  States,”  Rich¬ 
ards  said,  “there  is  a  need  for 
language  and  cultural  skills 
possessed  by  IMB  person¬ 
nel  who  have  already  served 
among  the  various  people 
groups  of  the  world." 

Richards  also  noted  that 
Houston’s  burgeoning  popu¬ 
lation  “calls  for  all  types  of 
churches  to  be  planted  as 
well  as  revitalization  of  exist¬ 
ing  churches  in  multi-ethnic 
neighborhoods  by  intentional¬ 
ly  helping  churches  to  become 
multi-ethnic  congregations." 

Richards  estimates  the 
$1  million  could  support  as 
many  as  25  church  planters 
and  church  revitalizers.  The 
administrative  committee  of 
the  convention’s  Executive 
Board  will  present  the  pro¬ 
posal,  which  would  be  taken 
out  of  reserve  funds,  for  ap¬ 
proval  during  the  board’s 
Nov.  11  fall  meeting. 

Robert  Welch  Jr.,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  administrative 
committee  and  pastor  of 
Rock  Hill  Baptist  Church  in 
Brownsboro,  said,  "The  mis¬ 
sionaries  coming  off  the  field 
as  a  result  of  the  IMB’s  VRI 
[Voluntary  Retirement  In¬ 
centive]  bring  huge  ministry 
opportunities  to  stateside 
churches  and  communi¬ 
ties.  While  the  SBC  family  of 
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DISASTER  RELIEF 


’Neighbors  helping  each  other’ 


Vols  from  15 
states  aid  in 
S.C.  recovery 

CHARLESTON.  S.C.  (BP)  - 
Hundreds  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Disaster  Relief  volunteers 
have  provided  significant  ser¬ 
vice  in  South  Carolina  to  sur¬ 
vivors  of  flooding  that  covered 
the  state  in  early  October. 
SBDR  leaders  said  they  are  en¬ 
couraged  bv  the  outpouring  of 
service  and  sacrifice. 

“I  am  so  thankful  for  the  vol¬ 
unteers  from  many  states  who 
are  willing  to  provide  the  help 
needed  in  the  recovery  process 
for  those  affected  by  the  flood  - 


COMPASSIONATE  SERVICE  -  Florida  Southern  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  feeding  team  volunteers 
serve  dinner  at  Old  Fort  Church  in  Summerville,  S.C.,  in  response  to  massive  flooding  in  the  area. 
(From  left)  Linda  Welts,  a  member  of  First  Chui  of  Chipley,  Fla.;  Diane  Raneri,  a  member  of  Old 
Fort  Church,  Summerville,  S.C;  Bob  Drury,  a  member  of  First  Church  of  Wewahitehka,  Fla.;  and  Jan 
Everett,  0  member  of  First  Church,  Lynn  Haven,  Fla.  (NAMB  photo  courtesy  of  Laura  Sikes) 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OPENS 


ing.”  said  Mickey  Caison,  North 
American  Mission  Board  in- 


saster  Relief.  “The  government 
leaders  and  emergency  manag 
ers  in  the  communities  affected 
have  expressed  their  deep  ap¬ 
preciation  Of  Southern  Baptist 
Disaster  Reliefs  ministry  and 
volunteers  who  are  so  compas¬ 
sionate.  Discussions  have  begun 
with  community  leaders  about 
the  need  for  rebuilding  of  homes 
in  the  flooded  communities." 

As  of  Oct  22,  SBDR  volun¬ 
teers  from  15  states  have  been 
engaged  in  ministry  in  four 
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Inside  this  issue 


Matt  Buckles,  preaidant 
of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention 
and  senior  pastor  of 
First  Church.  Vicksburg, 
gavels  into  session 
the  convention's  180th 
annual  meeting  at 
First  Church,  Jackson, 
on  the  morning  of 
October  27.  A  new 
president  will  be 
selected  by  messengers 
as  Buckles  finishes 
his  second  term  as 
president  The  Oct.  29 
issue  of  The  Baptist 
Record  will  contain 
complete  coverage  of 
the  annual  meeting 
(Photo  by  William  H 
Perkins  Jr.) 
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Your  pastor’s  family 

|  ometimes  those  who  are  mart  vital  to 
.a  pastor’s  ministry  -  his  family  -  can 


ossodott 


%Jie  fcxgotten.  Yet,  they  are  the  ones 
most  often  ministering  to  the  minister. 

As  a  pastor's  wife,  I  pray  for  my  hus¬ 
band  like  no  other.  I  encourage  him  when 
he  needs  to  be  built  up  and  challenge  him 

when  be  needs  to  be  pushed.  Our  children 

allow  their  dad  to  laugh  and  enjoy  life.  They 


Guest  opinion 

with  Kelly  McCoride 
Parkison 


1  have  a  passion  for  orphans  and  vic¬ 
tims  of  human  trafficking  in  India,  and  the 
church  members  who  have  rallied  behind 
me  are  such  a  blessing.  They  have  supporte 
the  organization  1  started  called  LOFT 


Facing  Your  Fears 


I  have  never  foigotten  that,  and  am  thank-  province  of  Rajasthan.  ltV humbling  and 
fill  to  serve  in  a  church  that  has  taken  his  energizing  to  know  I  have  the  freedom  to 
words  to  heart  and  loved  us  well.  run  after  my  passions  and  dreams. 

Here  are  a  dozen  practical  ways  you  can  4.  Care  about  our  lad*.  Oftentimes, 
honor  your  pastor's  family  and  in  return  churches  will  recognize  ministers  and  their 

1.  lfrwy  for  us.  Yes,  it’s  an  obvious  way,  ^S^fren  who  also  have  sacrificed  fertile 

but  one  I  often  see  undervalued.  It’s  easyto  ministry.  Several  times  church  mm 
quickly  respond,  TB  pray  for  you,”  and  then  have  done  seemingly  small,  simple  things 
go  on  without  another  thought.  Don't  forget  that  have  meant  a  lot  to  our  children.  One 

the  power  ofpraver  and  how  important  it  is  family  regularly  gives  our  kids  McDonald's 
to  pray  for  chuitn  leaders  and  their  families,  gift  cards.  Another  woman  brought  lip  gloss 

Thankfully,  there  is  a  woman  in  our  to  my  daughters.  Still  others  have  spent 

church  who  calls  or  texts  at  least  once  a  considerable  and  consistent  time  in  prayer 

week,  wanting  to  know  how  she  can  spedfir  for  our  children.  Those  things  minister  to 

caBy  pray  for  mv  family  and  me.  Her  prayers  the  kids  and  the  parents, 
have  shewn  such  support  and  genuine  care.  5.  Encourage  the  pastor.  When  I 

2.  Pursue  a  meaningful  friend-  hear  church  members  praising  or  encourag 

•hip  with  os.  Years  ago,  I  had  a  mentor  ing  my  husband,  I  know  his  passion  for  the 
tell  me  that  being  a  pastor's  family  can  church  bums  brighter,  which  in  turn  gre* 

be  veiy  lonely  position.  At  the  time,  I  me  more  drive  to  serve  the  church  as  wrl 

thought,  "No  way!"  But  as  time  went  on.  Pastors  are  leaden  and  servants  of  tl  2 

his  words  rang  true.  church,  but  they  are  still  human  and  tb  y 

Sometimes  a  minister’s  family  feels  they  are  not  perfect  But  when  people  tear  d  wn 
can  only  get  so  dose  to  church  members  my  husband  pubtidy,  it’s  extremely  pai  rful. 

and  any  relationship  has  to  be  at  an  arm’s  It  cuts  me  to  the  core.  If  there  is  an  issu^, 

Wc**h.  Other  times,  VfW  r* - r1"^  **  "V  *  "1“  - **  •" 

pastor  and  family  up  as  something  nigber  .  Bible  says  to  do  in  Matthew  18. 
and  separate  from  the  church,  instead  of  6.  Think  of  us  with  a  gift.  It  cn 
holding  out  a  hand  and  inviting  the  family  even  be  something  small.  It  may  be  *  iiche, 

into  their  lives.  Get  to  know  us  and  do  but  it's  true:  "It’s  the  thought  that  a  unts, 

what  it  takes  to  invest  in  the  relationship  Just  to  be  thought  of  or  remembere  1 

outside  of  the  church  walls.  makes  one  feel  valued 

3.  Encourage  our  personal  gift-  A  church  member  randomly  bn* )  ,  hi 

ings  or  passions.  We  aD  have  been  me  a  bag  of  my  favorite  candy  one  <b»/.  It 

graced  with  certain  gifts,  but  as  a  pastor’s  seemed  small  to  her,  but  it  showed  wve  she 

spouse  or  kid,  sometimes  the  ministries  listened  when  I  shared  about  something  I 

taking  place  in  church  can  overshadow  or  enjoyed  That  impacted  me  in  a  big  way 


just  finished  the  2015  guests  will  disembark  the  ride 
run  of  the  Mississippi  shaky  but  thrilled. 

State  Fair  in  Jackson,  Still,  this  is  faith  in  man,  and 

which  ran  from  October  7  -  is.  faith  in  machinery.  We  all  have 
1  visited  twice  this  year  -  it  s  a  had  the  experience  of  machinery 
short  walk  from  the  Mississippi  letting  us  down  (certainly  if  you  re 

Baptist  Convention  Board  build-  an  automobile  owner),  or,  worse, 
ing,  and  to  make  that  trek  for  people  letting  us  down,  A  certain 

lunch  from  the  Baptist  Building  measure  of  faith  in  people  and 

is  something  of  a  tradition.  The  things  is  necessary  in  our  daily  ac- 
Fair  brings  out  the  oddest  traits  tivities,  but  that  is  not  where  faith 
in  folks;  in  my  case,  its  eating  ultimately  needs  to  rest 
foods  I'd  never  dream  of  touch-  It  would  be  easy  enough  to 
ing  any  other  time  of  the  year.  let  fear  conquer  us,  especially 

For  the  record,  I  had  a  battered  when  it  comes  to  wholeheartedly 

and  deep-fried  cheeseburger  trusting  God  in  all  aspects  of  life, 
for  lunen  on  one  visit,  ana  I’m  I  would  wager  that  most  readers 

talking  about  the  bun,  the  patty,  of  The  Baptist  Record  came  to 
the  whole  works  being  dunked  in  a  point  in  their  lives  when  they 
batter  and  fried.  It  was  actually  realized  that  they  were  in  des- 
pretty  tasty,  but  the  rest  of  the  perate  need  of  a  Savior,  and  in 
afternoon  I  felt  like  I  had  a  atom-  a  moment  of  encounter,  turned 
ach  full  of  eels.  That’s  something  to  God  through  Jesus  and  asked 
I  won’t  be  eating  again.  Him  to  come  into  their  lives 

On  another  visit,  1  was  with  and  possess  them  sad 
a  group  of  teenagers  and  what  eternal  life.  In  other  words,  they 

seemed  to  be  thousands  of  our  expressed  their  faith  in  Jesus, 

closest  friends.  It  was  body  to  They  trusted  Him  for  salvation, 
body,  and  the  lines  for  the  rides  Yet  fear  can  still  grip  believ- 
reflected  that.  era.  Fear  of  the  future,  fear  of 

As  we  strolled  around,  looking  illness,  fear  of  death,  fear  of  fi¬ 
at  midway  rides  with  names  like  nancial  ruin,  and  fear  of  all  sorts 

Fireball,  Remix,  Ring  of  Fire,  of  loss  ...  you  get  the  idea, 

etc.,  it  was  interesting  watching  This  begs  the  question  -  what 
the  kids'  reactions.  There  were  are  we  really  afraid  of  when  it 
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Cartoon  ‘Owlegories’ 
supplement  children 
discipleship  learning 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  When 
Thomas  and  Julie  Boto  devel¬ 
oped  a  smartphone  and  tablet 
app  for  their  children  using 
family  members  as  the  voices 
of  animated  owls,  they  had  no 
idea  their  concept  would  catch 
the  attention  of  an  Oscar-nom¬ 
inated  animator  and  become  a 
Christ-centered  children’s  DVD 
distributed  by  Walmart. 

But  that  s  exactly  what 
happened. 

On  Oct  20,  “Owlegories”  — 
an  animated  series  in  which 
student  owls  travel  on  adven¬ 
tures  learning  about  nature, 
faith  and  God  —  began  a  trial 
run  in  Walmart  stores  across 
America.  If  it  sells  well,  Owl¬ 
egories  coukl  become  a  kmg- 
tcrm  fixture  of  the  superstore  3 
children’s  section. 

Each  episode  “uses  ele¬ 
ments  of  creation  as  an  alle¬ 
gory  for  the  characteristics  of 
God,”  Thomas  Boto  told  Bap¬ 
tist  Press.  “So  that’s  where  we 
ended  up,  and  we  thought, 
Owiegones  —  why  don’t  we 
just  use  owls  as  characters?*” 

Owlegories  originated  be¬ 
cause  the  Botos  loved  reading 
stories  to  their  three  -  now  four 
-  children  and  wanted  to  cre¬ 
ate  their  own  stories  as  a  fam¬ 
ily  project  An  intial  Owlegories 
storybook  app  was  created  by 
recording  family  members’  voic¬ 
es  in  a  closet  at  a  Thanksgiving 
gathering  and  then  placing  them 
with  simple  animation. 

Following  that  app  s  sur¬ 
prising  success  in  2013.  a 
friend  and  film  producer,  Chad 
Gunderson,  joined  the  project 
and  introduced  the  Botos  to 
Keith  Alcorn,  creator  and  ex¬ 
ecutive  producer  of  the  Jimmy 
Neutron  television  series  and 
movie.  A  fellow  believer,  Alcorn 
helped  the  Botos  develop  their 
animation,  find  voice  actors  to 
portray  the  characters  and  add 
music  and  sound  effects. 

Presented  by  Spy  House  Pro¬ 
ductions  and  Gundersen  Enter¬ 
tainment,  the  resultant  Owle¬ 
gories  episodes  launched  in  the 
Owlegories  TV  app  earlier  this 
year.  In  addition  to  its  Walmart 
trial,  the  inaugural  Owlegories 
DVD  is  available  at  LiteWay 
Christian  Stores,  Amazon.com 
and  through  other  retailers. 


The  first  of  three  premier 
episodes  is  called  “The  Sun” 
and  features  a  class  of  owls  led 
by  Professor  Owiester  learning 
about  God  by  studying  the  sun. 
God  is  like  the  sun,  they  con¬ 
clude,  because  He  is  powerful, 
gives  light  to  guide  us  through 
His  Word  and  gives  life. 

During  the  episode,  view¬ 
ers  meet,  among  other  char¬ 
acters,  an  owl  named  Twitch 
who  hangs  upside  down  be¬ 
cause  he  was  raised  by  bats 
and  an  owl  named  Joey  whose 
puns  typically  fall  flat  with  his 
classmates.  The  inept  villain 
owl  Devlin  tries  to  stop  the 
students  in  their  quest  to  find 
the  “Illuminator  3000,"  which 
turns  out  to  be  a  flashlight. 
In  at  least  one  scene,  viewers 
may  detect  a  parody  of  Dora 
the  Explorer. 

Each  Owlegories  episode 
concludes  with  a  message  from 
a  notable  Christian  leader. 
The  first  three  episodes  fea¬ 
ture  Tony  Evans,  pastor  of  Oak 
Cliff  Bible  Fellowmip  in  Dallas; 
author  Jen  Wilkin;  and  Matt 
Chandler,  pastor  of  The  Village 
Church,  a  congregation  with 
three  campuses  in  the  Dallas- 
Fort  Worth  metroplex. 

All  episodes  reflect  the  Ow¬ 
legories  theme:  “You  can  tell 
a  Tot  about  an  artist  by  what 
he  creates." 

The  entire  Owlegories 
family  of  products,  Boto 
said,  is  designed  to  “supple¬ 
ment”  parents’  discipleship  of 
their  children. 

“There  are  times  when  par¬ 
ents  are  going  to  need  kids  to  be 
entertained,  Boto  said.  “So  this 
is  a  great,  safe"  way  for  children 
to  watch  for  “a  short  time  and 
stiD  be  fed  by  God's  Word.” 

The  Botos,  members  of  The 
Mount,  a  Southern  Baptist  con¬ 
gregation  in  Keller,  Texas,  have 
plans  for  developing  an  Owle¬ 
gories  children’s  curriculum  for 
churches,  an  Owlegories  Mem¬ 
ory  Verse  app  and  a  children’s 
evening  devotional  resource 
called  ^Night  Owls.” 

Boto  said  his  aim  is  "good, 
wholesome,  funny  and  educa¬ 
tional  content"  for  churches 
and  families. 

For  more  information,  visit 
(Hvlegories.com. 


Fall  festival  safety  tips 
for  churches  to  coniser 


JASPER,  Ate.  (BP)  -  Fall  festi¬ 
vals  can  be  fun  but  broken  bones, 
food  poisoning  and  bums  are 
not  Tnat’s  why  churches  should 
take  steps  to  protect  themselves 
and  then-  guests  from  unneces¬ 
sary  risks  during  special  outreach 
events,  experts  say. 

Before  hosting  any  special 
event  a  church  should  first  make 
sure  its  insurance  policy  covers 
activities  that  are  outside  the  nor¬ 
mal  ministry  schedule. 

“From  a  risk  management 
standpoint,  what  often  happens 
is  that  churches  don’t  think  about 
exposures.  They  are  only  thinking 
about  bavins  fun.  Danger  doesn  t 
even  cross  their  mind,  said  Ar¬ 
thur  Williams,  an  account  execu¬ 
tive  with  insurance  firm  Byars 
Wright  Inc.  in  Jasper,  Ala. 

However,  some  insurance 
policies  have  special  events  exclu¬ 
sions,  which  mean  if  an  injury  or 
accident  happens  during  the  event 
the  church  nas  no  insurance  pro¬ 
tection.  A  church  needs  to  know 
the  specifics  of  what  its  insurance 
policy  will  and  will  not  cover. 

Planning  team 

Once  insurance  coverage  is 
confirmed,  the  event  planning 

of  the  event  and  take precaumxrw 
to  improve  the  safety  of  the  par¬ 
ticipants  and  volunteers. 

If  vendors  or  volunteers  who 
are  not  affifeted  with  the  church 
will  be  involved,  it  is  important  to 
vet  those  who  will  be  on  campus. 

“One  important  question  is  do 
you  know  the  volunteers,”  Wil¬ 
liams  said.  “In  terms  of  church 
insurance,  volunteers  who  work 
with  children  have  usually  under¬ 
gone  a  background  check.  Make 
sure  you  know  the  people  who  are 
working  with  children. 

Outside  vendors,  like  those 
who  rent  inflatable  bounce  houses 
or  food  carts,  should  have  some 
insurance  coverage  for  their  busi¬ 
ness,  Williams  said.  He  suggested 
checking  an  operator's  references 
and  insurance  coverage  ahead  of 
time  so  there  are  no  surprises. 

Food  safety  concerns 

No  festival  is  complete  with¬ 
out  treats,  which  means  food 
safety  concerns  are  another 
area  that  should  be  addressed  in 
event  planning. 

Mark  Sestak,  deputy  director 
of  the  division,  of  food,  milk  and 
lodging  for  the  Alabama  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Health,  suggested 
three  key  precautions  that  can 
help  avoid  food  borne  illnesses  at 
special  events. 

One  is  proper  temperature  con¬ 
trol  of  foods  like  meat  and  poultry, 
dair>  products,  cooked  vegetables 
and  pasta.  Hot  foods  should  he 
held  at  135  degrees  or  above  and 
cold  fcxxls  at  41  degrees  or  below 


FESTIVAL  PEEP  —  Fall  festivals  as  outreach  events  can  be 
fun  but  experts  say  proper  precautions  are  vital.  This  photo  of 
a  fall  festival  at  Northpark  Church  inTrussville,  Ala.,  was  taken 
in  2014.  (BP  photo  courtesy  ofThe  Alabama  Baptist) 


for  optimal  safety,  Sestak  said. 

The  health  of  volunteers  or 
employees  also  is  important. 
While  it  might  seem  obvious, 
Sestak  said  any  workers  or  vol¬ 
unteers  who  have  had  fever,  sore 
throat  or  symptoms  of  vomiting 
or  diarrhea  within  the  last  24 
hours  shouldn’t  be  involved  in 
food  preparation  activities. 

A  third  precaution  is  to  set 
up  hand-washing  or  sanitizing 
stations,  especially  in  locations 
near  food. 

Hayndes  and  bonfires 

Since  fall  festival  ;tctivities  an* 
often  set  up  outdoors,  supervi¬ 
sion  is  a  critical  part  of  a  success 
ful  event. 

For  example  hayrides  an*  a 
popular  activity  at  fall  events,  but 
injuries  from  fells  off  hay  trailers 
can  be  significant,  ranging  from 
broken  bones  ami  concussions 
to  fatalities.  Even  simple  precau¬ 
tions.  like  making  riders  sit  still, 
improve  rider  safety.  It  also  is 
important  for  the  driver  to  be  an 
experienced  adult  and  for  the 
equipment  to  be  in  g<xxi  shape 
with  adequate  safety  lighting  ami 
warning  signs.  Hayrick*  operators 
also  should  stay  off  roadway  and 
find  alternate  routes  with  little 
or  no  traffic,  said  Robyn  Bradlev 
Bryan  with  tin*  Alabama  law  En¬ 
forcement  Agency 


Another  common  activity  in 
the  tall  is  a  bonfire,  which  requires 
careful  supervision  especially 
when  children  are  present.  Local 
fire  departments  can  provide  spe¬ 
cific  requirements  and  might  even 
help  manage  the  event. 

Generally  the  ideal  size  for  a 
bonfire  area  and  flames  is  3  feet 
around  by  3  feet  in  height,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Brotherhood  Mutual 
Insurance  Company.  Fires  should 
only  be  started  with  wmxJ  and 
lighters.  Highly  flammable  accel¬ 
erators  like  lighter  fluid  or  gaso¬ 
line  should  not  be  used,  it  also  is 
important  to  keep  extinguishing 
•quipment  (buckets  of  water,  gar- 
den  hoses  or  fire  extinguishers) 
nearbv  Once  the  event  is  over,  the 
(•mbers  should  he  completely  ex¬ 
tinguished  before  evervone  leaves 
die  area 

In  addition  to  supervising 
specific  activities,  supervising 
traffic  flow  and  walking  paths 
throughout  the  event  is  essential 
to  safety  for  evervone,  especially 
voting  children. 

Brotherb<xxi  Mutual  Insurance 
recommends  having  separate  ar 
>»as  for  parking  and  activities  For 
example  at  a  Tmnk-or-Treat  event 
fesignate  an  area  for  (fecorated 
ears  ami  an  area  for  visiting  ears 
10  minimize  hazards.  Superv  ist  >re 
shouki  monitor  the  area  where 
cars  ao^  moving  ami  keep  children 
as  far  away  as  jx>ssibk». 
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one  of  the  good  things  that  could  haopen 
and  can  happen  in  your  thoughts  today  is 
to  reevaluate  the  true  essence  of  your  fife 
and  existence.  Apart  from  all  the  comput¬ 
ers  and  gadgets  and  conveniences  of  life, 
what  is  the  essence  of  who  you  are  and 
why  you  are  here? 

Think  about  it  this  way.  Probably  every¬ 
thing  that  wifi  be  presented  in  the  movie 
and  tneorebcally  as  you  and  I  think  about 
it  are  things  that  would  shock,  traumatize, 
and  affect  us  in  a  devastating  way,  yet 
Jesus,  the  Son  of  God,  ftvedm  a  world  with 
noneofthose  things  whatsoever.  Still  His 


movie  and  him 


was  an  upcoming  movie  to  be  shot  in  the 
Central  Mississippi  area.  The  title  of  the 
movie  is  Off  and  me  premise  cf  the  movie 
is  not  only  fascinating  but  according  to 
many  could  be  a  reality. 

According  to  the  news  report,  the  plot 
involves  a  huge  solar  flare  that  sends  out 
such  strong  wavs  of  radiation  that  it 
shuts  down  aft  the  computer  grids  and 
electrical  grids  and  any  and  everything 
that  is  computer  oriented  across  the 
world.  Consequently,  that  is  just  about 
everything  that  is  a  part  of  our  everyday 
life.  The  movie  is  gpiug  to  deal  with  aD  of 
these  various  scenarios.  Nothing  will  be 


them.  While  He  didn’t  cover  thousands  of 
miles  in  His  travels.  He  walked  virtually  ev  ¬ 
erywhere  that  He  went  and  no  peraon  ev  r 
lived  with  mote  significance  mrfis  relation¬ 
ship  to  God  the  Father  or  to  the  people  with 
whom  He  came  in  contact  than  Jesus. 

An  eqoafty  important  thought  that  you 
might  want  to  process  is  the  real  value  of 
the  thing*  in  your  kfe  like  your  personal 
relationship  with  God,  die  forgiveness  of 
your  sins  that  you  can  only  find  through 
Jesus  Christ  who  died  for  you.  And  die 
reality  for  you  and  in  feet  afl  of  os  of  our 


without  H,  life  has  no  meaning  or  future. 
Crazy,  isn’t  it?  To  realize  that  so  years  ago 
these  things  that  we  think  are  90  vital  to 
human  existence  didn’t  exist  and  now  we 
think  we  cannot  east  without  them. 

Having  grown  up  in  some  rural  areas 
of  our  country,  I  can  remember  a  few 
families  that  got  their  first  electric  line 
to  their  home.  Some  of  them  sat  into 
the  night  hours  staring  at  one  light  bulb 


Music  Leadership  Training 
school  open  for  enrollment 


CARE 


FEATURING 

BRUCE* 

DENISE  KENDRICK  JOHN  FULLER  MARY  LANDRtEU 

Embrace  Texas  Focus  or  the  Family  Former  U.  S.  Senator 

. NOVEMBER  6-7,  7015 . 

MOOTS  -  3939  GentiMy  fifed.  Now  Orleans.  LA  7012b 
RcgrtnUon  ti  $30  Pteme  negater  fay  October  30th 


College  and  Seminary  News 

►  Maw  Orleans  Seminary  is  hosting  an  adoption  conference.  Equipped  to  Care,  Nov.  6-7 
on  the  seminary  campus.  The  conference  is  sponsored  by  the  seminary,  the  Louisiana  Baptist 
Children’s  Home,  ana  Crossroads  NOLA,  an  adoption  ministry  of  First  Church,  New  Orleans. 
Featured  speakers  include  Bruce  &  Denise  Kendrick,  Embrace,  Texas;  John  Fuller,  Focus  on  the 
Family;  and  Mary  Landrieu,  former  U.S.  Senator.  Registration  is  $30  by  Oct.  30  at  nobts.edu/ 
events.equippedtocare.html. 


NEW  ORLEANS  connect  a  Mcrossfoodsnolo 
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‘We  cannot  be  silent,’  Mohler  says  in  new  book 


Meadowview  Baptist  Church 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  -  In  the  Seminary,  issues  a  call  for  faith- 
span  of  three  months  in  the  sum-  ful,  biblical  witness  in  his  latest 
mer  of  2015,  three  headlines  book,  "We  Cannot  Be  Silent,"  that 
marked  historic  events  that  gen-  he  says  is  ever  more  urgent  in  the 
erstions  of  Americans  past  could  wake  of  these  landmark  events, 
never  have  imagined.  First  it  was  Written  in  late  2014,  the  book  — 
former  "world’s  neatest  athlete"  to  be  published  by  Thomas  Nel- 
Bruce  Jenner  debuting  his  gen-  son  Oct  27  —  examines  the  rise 
der  transition  on  the  cover  of  of  the  homosexual  movement. 
Vanity  Fair.  Next  the  Supreme  the  path  to  same-sex  marriage. 
Court  legalized  same-sex  mar-  the  emergence  of  transeender- 
riage  in  all  50  states.  Within  a  few  ism,  and  the  sexual  revolution’s 
weeks  Americana  witnessed  the  impediment  to  religious  liberty, 
horrors  of  abortion  in  a  aeries  of  “I  am  confronted  daily  with 
undercover  videos  purporting  to  Christians  who  are  asking  one 
show  Planned  Parenthood  profit-  of  the  most  basic  questions  and 
ing  horn  the  sale  of  aborted  baby  that  is,  ‘How  did  this  happen?" 
parts  and  organs.  Mohler  said  in  an  interview 

R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr.,  president  with  the  seminary's  Southern 
of  Southern  Baptist  Theological  News,  noting  he  wrote  the  book 


R.  Albert  Mohlerjr. 


ETG  RA  LEXG  NTCH  CRAZ,  XC  XL  1HC 


KHF  MHN  CH  PTHJ  CRA  CXZAL  HF  CRA 


LAELHTL,  JRXUR  CRA  KECRAF  RECR 


Speaking  truth  to  a  culture  redefining  sex, 
marriage.  &  the  very  meaning  of  right  &  wrong 


BNC  XT  RXL  HJT  BHJAF 


EUCL  HTA:  LAOAT 


*We  cannot  be  silent,  but  that's  because  He 
is  not  silent.  And  not  only  has  God  spoken  and 
revealed  Himself  in  his  Word  but  He  has  called 
out  preachers  to  preach  that  Word  and  assigned 


letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puxsle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week’s 
puale:  John  21:2a 


the  responsibility  to  every  Christian  to  be  ready  to 
give  an  answer  for  the  hope  that  is  within  us  ' 

R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr. 
ot  wOiixfiwCVi  ■  ii0Oio^icBi  " ** v 


revolution  would  be  far  greater  cently  received  the  Edwin  Meese 
and  more  devastating  in  its  ef-  III  Originalisni  and  Religious 
fects,  more  potent  in  terms  of  its  liberty  Award  from  Alliance 
moral  confusion,  more  complex  Defending  Freedom,  said  Chris  - 
when  it  comes  to  its  pastoral  tians  must  not  only  demonstrate 
challenge  than  homosexuality  “compassionate  conviction"  to 
and  even  same-sex  marriage,"  the  culture  but  prioritize  expos i- 
Mohler  said.  "The  transgender  tory  preaching, 
revolution  goes  right  to  the  heart  “We  cannot  be  silent,  but 
of  what  it  means  to  be  human  he-  that  ’s  because  He  is  not  silent," 

ings  made  in  the  image  of  God,  said  Mohler,  invoking  the  title 
and  whether  or  not  our  bodies  of  his  earlier  book  on  preaching, 
are  part  of  God’s  intention  for  us  "He  Is  Not  Silent."  “And  not  only 
and  also  reflect  Hus  glory  and  His  has  God  spoken  and  revealed 
purpose  for  us."  Himself  in  nis  Word  but  He  has 

Mohler  said  the  book’s  subti-  called  out  preachers  to  preach 

tie,  ‘Speaking  Truth  To  A  Culture  that  Word  and  assigned  the  re- 

Redenning  Sex,  Marriage,  And  sponsibility  to  every  Christian 

Tlie  Very  Meaning  Of  Right  And  to  be  ready  to  give  in  answer 

Wrong,  indicates  now  the  sexual  for  the  hope  that  is  within  as," 

revolution  has  "denied  the  fart  Mohler  said, 

that  we  can  know  the  truth"  hv  We  Cannot  Be  Silent  is  avail 
means  of  divine  revelation.  able  for  preorder  and  will  lx*  in 

Furthermore,  the  success  of  stores  CM.  27.  For  more  infor 
this  revolution  has  imperiled  re-  mation,  go  to:  www.WeCannot- 
tigious  liberty.  Mohler,  who  re-  BeSilent.com. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


FIRST  CHURCH,  SHANNON,  held  a  descon  ordinstion  Oct. 
11  Shown  are  Vickie  Mask,  Ricky  Mask,  pastor  John  Davis, 
Jason  Arledge,  and  Mary  Qlenn  Arledge 


E  ASTVIEW  CHURCH,  LAUREL,  ordained  Kevin  lipps  and 
Andy  Russell  as  deacons  Oct.  18.  Shown  are  Ronnie  ^oilfield, 
Roeeell,  Lee  Hethorn,  pastor  Thomas  Montgomery,  Lipps,  and 

Roy  Morgan. 


CALVARY  CHURCH,  EUPORA,  celebrated  its  60th  anniver¬ 
sary.  Shown  are  charter  members  Jane  Sparkman,  Carolyn 
Womack,  pastor  James  Justice,  Sue  Watson  Boatman,  and 
Charles  Watson 


In  other  Church 
News: 

>  Silver  Creek  Church, 
McComb,  will  hold  its  annual 
trunk  or  treat  Oct  3L  £3<>  P  ®« 

>  First  Church,  Pearl,  is 
hosting  its  62nd  annual  pre- 
Thanksgiving  Gospel  Singing 
Nov.  14.  6:30  p.m.  Artists  in¬ 
clude  the  Chuck  Wagon  Gang. 

>  Mt.  Carmel  Church,  Ed¬ 
inburg,  will  host  the  Ricky  Bo- 
ler  Family  in  concert  Nov.  i, 
6  p.m. 

>  Ronnie  Floyd,  Southern 
Baotist  Convention  president, 
ana  Jerry  Young,  president 
of  the  National  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  will  be  leading  a  dia¬ 
logue  on  race  in  America  at 
the  upcoming  Racial  Recon¬ 
ciliation  Celebration  Nov.  4  at 
the  Jackson  Convention  Com¬ 
plex.  Summit,  8:30  -  10:30 
a.m.;  choir  performance,  11 
a.m.;  fundraising  luncheon, 
11:30  a.m. 

>  First  Church,  Runnel- 
stowrt,  will  host  The  Talleys  in 
concert  Nov.  5,  7  p.m.  Love  of¬ 
fering.  Hal  Hood,  pastor. 

>  The  men’s  ministry  of  Mo¬ 
selle  Memorial  Church,  Mo- 

setts,  is  sponsoring  their  first 
annual  Car-Truck  snow,  Nov.  7, 
9  a.m.  -  2  p.m.  Car,  truck  entry 
fee,  $20;  free  to  public.  Three 
yophi es  for  pre  ‘7a;  3  trophies 
for  post  72.  Trophy  for  best  of 
show.  Indudes  silent  auction, 
door  prizes,  slides  for  children, 
live  music,  hamburgers,  hot 
dogs,  and  drinks.  For  entry  in¬ 
formation,  call  (601)  580-5550 
or  520-3423 

>  First  Church,  Potts 
Camp,  will  host  Judgment 
House  Oct.  28  -  29, 7  -  9  p.m.; 
and  Oct.  30, 7  p.m.  -  until.  Free 
admission.  Concessions.  Jessie 
Russom,  director. 

>  Magnolia  Church,  Lau¬ 
rel,  will  host  The  Magnolia 
Boys  in  concert  Nov.  14,  6  p.m. 
Love  offering. 

>  Sandy  Hook  Church, 
Sandy  Hook,  is  hosting  a  fall 
festival  Nov.  1  immediately  fol¬ 
lowing  the  morning  services. 
Food,  fun,  fellowship,  and  a  si¬ 
lent  auction. 


A  senior  group  from  LEMOYNE  AVENUE  CHURCH,  BI¬ 
LOXI,  went  on  a  fall  trip  Oct.  5  to  the  National  Gospel  Quartet 
Convention  in  Gatlinburg. 


The  children’s  group  from  ARLINGTON  CHURCH,  BOGUE 
CHITTO,  visited  the  pumpkin  patch  in  Collins  Oct.  17  Shown 
are  the  participants.  Matthew  Green,  pastor.  — -  - 


BAY  SPRINGS  CHURCH,  BAY  SPRMGS,  Women  on  Mis¬ 
sion  saved  plastic  bags  and  cut  them  into  strips,  which  were  then 
crocheted  into  sleeping  mats  for  homeless  people  in  the  Jackson 
area  by  Malcom  Woody,  BROADMOOR  CHURCH,  MADISON. 

Shown  are  Rachel  Lilly.  Annie  Jewel  King,  Judy  Russell,  Alice 
James,  Florence  Baker,  Debbie  Fenalson.  and  Grace  James. 


MU  * 

It 


FIRST  CHURCH,  ITT  A  BENA,  held  its  2015  Childrsn  in  Ac¬ 
tion  badge  ceremony  Sept.  20.  Shown  are  the  participants. 


The  youth  of  FIRST  CHURCH,  MORTON,  presented  a  drama  to  the  song,  Total  Eclipse  of  the 
Heart.  Shown  are  the  participants. 
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Staff  Changes 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


mm  hi 


(ABOVE)  LIBERTY  HILL 


CHURCH,  POPE,  has  called 


Justin  Medders  as  youth 


minister.  He  is  shown  with  his 


wife  Brooke  and  pastor  Der 


rick  Simmons 


(LEFT)  WEST  END 


has  called  Tyler  Bolen  as 
student  pastor.  He  is  shown 
with  his  fiancee  Sarah  Glenn 
Burkhalter. 


FAIR  RIVER  CHURCH,  BROOKHAVEN,  celebrated  its 

bicentennial  Sept  27.  Shown  are  Chip  Henderson,  Steve 
Jackson,  pastor  Jay  Anderson,  Anthony  Kay,  NoMWigley, 
Sherry  Turnage,  and  Chris  Turnage. 


►  Pina  Grove  Church,  Peart 
River  Association:  150th  an¬ 
niversary,  Nov.  t;  Sunday 
School,  9:30  a.m.;  worship, 
10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  fel¬ 
lowship  meal;  Seth  Kirkland, 
speaker. 

►  Andrew  Chapel  Church, 

Brandon:  Revival,  Nov.  6-8; 
Fri.  -  Sat.,  6:30  p.m.;  Sun., 
U  a.m.,  followed  by  potluck 
lunch  and  fellowship;  Wayne 
McGee,  speaker;  Curtis  Baker, 
music. 

►  Hardy  Church,  Grenada. 

175th  anniversary,  Nov.  1;  reg¬ 
istration,  9  a.m.;  choir  practice 
9:30  a.m.;  service,  10  a.m.; 
guest  speakers  include  several 
former  pastors  and  members; 
James  Melton,  pastor. 


‘  YHemotij,  c€a  i<’  at 

Si.  ^aiAetmes  c  Village 


Just  for  the  Record 


CENTER  RIDGE  CHURCH.  DEKALB,  recent¬ 
ly  honored  Lizzie  M.  Long  for  60  years  service 
■  ee  e  Sunday  School  teacher  end  wee  present- 
‘  ed  a  plaque.  Harvey  R.  Troutman,  pastor. 


PAUL  TRUITT  MEMORIAL  CHURCH. 
PEARL,  honored  RedTaylor  for  20  years  of 
service  as  Sunday  School  director.  Shown  are 
Taylor,  JanieTaylor,  and  pastor  Kevin  Griffin. 


outfecu  cow  /ff  si  cAnuawf  > 
viuMiE onus  an***  cam. 

VSStSmiUMNLi 


GILL8BURG  CHURCH,  GILLSBURG,  pre 

sented  gifts  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Victor  Walsh  for 
pastor  appreciation. 


CALVARY  CHURCH,  SILVER  CREEK,  hon 

ored  pastor  Trey  Spangler  with  a  reception 
Oct.  18  Shown  are  Spangler,  his  wife  Keisha. 
and  children  Nathan  &  Annie. 
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IMB  personnel  face  difficult  decisions 

CAHY,  N.C.  (BP)  —  Michael  and  JuliAn  — — -  - 


CARY.  N.C  (BP)  -  Michael  and  JuliAn 
lAWike  are  missionaries  who  wrestle 
H  ?.  P""**1.  uneraected  decision. 
He  is  the  lntemahonal  Mission  Board's 
team  leader  for  church  planting  in  Kiev 
Ukraine.  They  were  appointed  in  2008 
and  moved  their  family  from  Florida 

L&n^SeAnt,C,patin«alon«. 

But  their  plans  may  chance.  Domke 
“  50  y®*"  of  age  and  has 

served  with  IMB  for  more  than  sera 
years.  That  puts  his  family  among  IMB 
»  re?civ'ed1  an  unexpected 

^^X^e^retireroeM^ 

TJe  voluntary  retirement  incentive  is 
step  m  a  plan  recently  announced 
IMB  President  David  Platt  to  resolve 
the  organization  s  financial  troubles. 

*ne  Domkes  initial  response  was  a 
one  of  nervous  uncertainty.  “What  are 
"f  ^ do  if  we  go  back  [to  the  Unit- 


tic  asaea  ine  Domkes  are 
convinced  God  has  called  their  family  to 

g^^t^r‘ealo*ofthin«s,° 

Since  his  energy  is  focused  on  the  call 
*?■“**  disciples  in  Ukraine,  Domke 
did  not  know  that  IMB  spent  *210  mil- 


As  the  church  approached  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering  for  Interna¬ 
tional  Missions,  he  said,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  placed  dozens  of  pairs  of  empty 
shoes  on  the  altar  to  represer  t  mission¬ 
aries  who  would  not  be  able  to  go  over¬ 
seas  unless  financial  support  increased. 

IMB  is  like  a  family,  and  we  feel 
very  close  to  the  [Richmond,  Va.]  staff 
who  are  making  these  decisions,  and 
to  our  colleagues  and  their  feelings,” 
Kanoot  noted.  “Someone  has  to  make 
dfcl«ions.  and  we’re  thankful 
that  God  has  put  leaders  in  place  to 
support  us  all  the  way  through  and  to 
pray  through  this.” 

Sarah  said,  “Were  concerned  for  oth- 


did  not  knoiv  urnt  IMB  spent$2ioraiL 
lion  more  than  Southern  Baptists  gave 
to  international  missions  in  the  past 
nve  years. 

But  with  the  facts  in  hand,  it  did  not 
tAlceloMtofeoe  the  bottom  line.  “I  have 

Hrou  don  t  have  to  be  a  rocket  scientist 
to  see  that  this  ain’t  gonna  work.  When 

«*s»JSaras 

1  5on*e  <foes  believe  the  IMB 
leadership  is  a  ting  hastily.  "I  think 
what  our  [IMB  -  president  is  doing  is 
"X* ¥] 1  *hoes.  I  would  p&b- 

ably  do  the  sa  ne  thing.  You  fix  things 
today  that  are  broken,  so  you  can  £ 
stronger  tomorrow." 

Personnel  received 
H"  ^  ,AU*'  *7.  *vend  members  of 
™e  IMB  team  in  Ukraine  gathered  to 

tell  you  that  it  seared  something  in  their 

TWlSSEf  !^  g0t  °ther  side  of  it. 

The  difficult  things  I  have  been  through 

n  my  bfe  —  ®erv&g  in  the  military,  the 
passing  of  my  dacC  the  passing  of  mv 
things  are  markers  in  my 
life  where  Gods  done  amazing  thinzs 
I  think  that  s  what  God  wantato  do  fo 
1  m  resolved  I  believe  what  we  [IMBl 
are  doing  is  the  right  thing.* 

that  LD?Klke  f2“U?  exPre*sed  sadness 
that  a°uti>em  Baptists  mission  force 
wll  be  reduced,  but  they  believe,  "That's 
the  reality  of  where  we  are.  You  can't 
keep  missionaries  on  the  field  today  for 
the  same  amount  of  money  you  could  to 
)  ears  ago.  God’s  still  God,  and  I’m  still  a 
servant,  and  well  do  what  we  need  to  do. 

I  baBeve  Qod  s  going  to  make  us  stron-  , 
ger  and  draw  us  closer  he  added 

»"  unbeliever  in^ehigan,  i 
Michael  Domke  met  Christ  as  personal  i 
Savior  in  the military.  He  was  dimpled  < 
inJacksonville,  Fla.,  and  enrolled  in  lib-  < 
erty  University  where  he  met  JuliAn.  He  i 
served  two  Southern  Baptist  churches  in 
Jacksonville  for  19  years  -  two  years  at  1 


First  Baptist  Church,  Ocean  Way,  and  17  m  irTi 

San  Jo?*  Baptist  ChuiA.  filling  1  -w ^^4.  __ 

avanety  of  staff  positions.  Serving  as  thl  &L  NobodV  wants  to  go 

iDomke  knew  through  difficulty,  but  any- 

SnaTSSSf  family  to  ,nterna'  tody  ttwt's  been  there  will 
He  believes  the  Gospel  travels  along-  Ypu  *at  it  seared  Some- 

mZ  “toS 

Tie  man  did  not  speak  English.  He  ^  been  through  in  my  life 

*»  a  those  ttiin^are  markers  in 
my  life  where  God  s  done 

amazing  things.  |  think  that  s 

what  God  wants  to  do.  So 
I'm  resolved.  I  believe  what 
we  [IMB]  are  doing  is  the 
right  thing." 


~  ,  r - -  ww  wc  can  neip  in  is 

man  s  home  church  We  began  a  five- 
yew  partnership  with  thatXrch.  and 
mjS12  years  later,  Tm  here." 

There  was  a  time  when  IMB  had  daz- 

vty**  KieLTwo  units  are  part  of  the 


outansaiu,  we  re  concerned  for  oth- 
ere,  brt  we  don  ’t  know  how  all  of  this  will 
affect  us.  My  life  verse  keeps  coming  to 
my  mind  -  Romans  8:28.  God  has  as¬ 
sured  us  that  all  things  work  together 
for  good  to  those  who  love  God  and  are 
called  according  to  His  purpose.’ 

we  have  no  doubt  that  we  were  called 
here,  but  we  don  ’t  know  if  God  will  move 
115  i^her  ~  God  knows.  We 
"°uld  bke  to  be  here  for  many  years 
***  God  baa  a  plan.  I  iust  want  toS 
open  with  the  Lord  and  say.  ‘wherever 
Vou  want  Our  [IMB]  president  often 
Mysojir  fives  need  to  be  like  a  blank 
check  before  the  Lonl." 

Last  year  Russia  invaded  Ukraine. 
Many  mission  agencies  began  withdraw¬ 
ing  personnel.  Sarah  sauT  “Our  kids 
were  praying.  Lord,  please  allow  us  to 

I*4B  £tr?°an?1  *ta>'ed  That 
?**  •ootber  way  God  worked  in  our  chil¬ 
dren  s  lives. 

mil!!""*"'*'1*)"!"  h" . 1  ihn  1111 

theconflitf*  dld  not  leave  fo  spite  of 

Kanoot  said.  "We've  seen  God  answer 
prayer,  so  we  know  He  can  provide  for 
our  needs  and  the  needs  of  IMB. " 


afy  of  Kiev.  Two  units  are  part  of  the 
“minary  education  team  that  equips 
internationals  in  church  planting.  -They 
have  a  reallv  rw 


- -  aaa  UIUI U1  UUU11U11.  inCV 

roaHy  neat  work  withnational 
churt^  planters,*  Domke  said.  They  as¬ 
sist  Ukrainian  Baptists  in  sending  out 
their  own  missionaries. 

1  M  8°  where  we  can’t ...  for  a 

lot  less  money.  I  really  see  this  as  key 
foradvancing  the  Gospel  in  the  former 
Soviet  Union,  he  said.  The  nationals 
are  better  equipped  and  more  effective 
than  Americans  who  have  tried  to  enter 
these  countries. 


BW  missionary 


The  logistics  team 

Turo  other  units  serve  in  logistics  and 
church  planting.  One  of  those  families 
is  Kanoot  and  Sarah  MidkifT.  with  their 
f£<>  teenage  children.  Fisher  and  Faith, 
•ney  are  logistics  coordinators  who  are 
serving  their  fourth  year  as  apprentices 
hrst-term  career  missionaries.  Both 
were  bom  in  North  Carolina  and  lived 
“liwff81*1*  “"os!  of  their  lives;  were 
called  to  missions  through  N.C  Baptist 
churches;  and  both  of  their  parents  are 
churches. 

ine  Midkiffs  sign  contracts  for  col¬ 
leagues,  locate  and  rent  apartments. 


E? ^  ■£  vehicles,  keep  visas 
and  other  legal  documents  current  for 
personnel  and  coordinate  work  with 
national  staff.  They  build  relationships 
share  Christ,  serve  in  local  churches  and 
assist  volunteer  teams  from  the  U.S. 

the^MiHWiS?68  at  yS-ffP  exP*nd 

toe  Midkiffs  responsibilities.  “Most 

of  our  colleagues  have  served  eight  to 

20  years,"  Kanoot  said.  Two  families 

retllS?enta  ^ 

helped  them  pack  up.  There  is  another 
family  planning  to  retire  in  December 
»  we  ve  begun  with  that  process.  Maybe! 
toe  Lord  is  preparing  us  to  say  goodbye 
to  others,  now.  This  just  wasn’t  on  our 
But-  fbe  first  time 

we  faced  a  finanaal  crisis  in  considering 
our  mil  to  mtemational  missions.” 

When  the  Midkiffs  were  in  the  early 
stages  of  pursuing  missionary  appoint- 
ment  in  2009-2010.  IMB  announced  the 
resource,  were  not  available  for  all  who 
were  ui  the  application  process.  They 
were  delayed.  At  that  time  Kanoot  was 
serving  as  minister  of  missions  at  Mount 
Vernon  Baptist  Church  in  Boone,  N.C. 


Thankful  for  opportunity 

As  Southern  Baptists  look  at  the  finan  - 
aal  needs  for  missions,  Michael  Domke 

iri’TK'ffsssr'f!: 

™«»ooWd  -  involvement  with  people 


their 

mteraational  field  because  it’s  too  diffi- 


international  field  because  it’s  too  diffi 
cult,  he  said. 

It  s  lonely.  No  matter  how  you  slice 
1^  it  s  just  not  easy,“  Domke  said.  “One 
of  our  former  IMB  presidents  used  to 
say.  It  s  not  the  elephants  that  will  get 
you,  its  the  termites.’  In  other  words, 

ireti,e^!fi.tion^,n*,tha,he,puS 

,.J!!eJ!,i1!dffiaKtnoteJ  ****  impor- 

y?u^che8  ttu'  suPP°rt  them 

&£.Ule,S,oper*tlve  Program  and 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offcrihg.  "I  want 
to  say  how  thankful  I  am  for  the  faithful 
and  sacnfioal  giving  of  Southern  Bap- 

tisfoow  all  there  year*.- ^rah  said 
h  toe  missionaries  who 

thankful.  I  m  proud  to  be  an 
IMB  missionary.  It  was  a  dream  of  mine 
wnen  I  was  a  young  woman.  I'm  thank- 

^rfoUgh l!^;h,S  OPPOrtUn,t>'  how 
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Platt  to  discuss  IMB’s 
future  in  live  Web  event 

MCHMOND,Vte.  (BP)  —  Interna-  as  participants  ask  Platt  questions  Platt  said.  “We  want  to  move  for¬ 
tune!  Mission  Board  President  via  Twitter  and  Facebook.  Begin-  ward  wrth  innovative  vision,  wise 
David  Platt  invites  pastors,  church  ning  Tuesday  morning,  Oct  37,  stewardship  and  high  account- 
leaders  and  members  to  be  put  of  live  stream  viewers  can  submit  ability  to  the  churches  we  serve, 
an  IMB-hosted  live  stream  event  questions  on  IMB’s  Facebook  the  peoples  we  reach  and  the  God 
Oct  27, 3  pjn.  EOT,  to  discuss  the  me  or  through  Twitter  by  using  we  wocship." 
organization’s  picaenl #IMBliveStream,  Rfgjrta  for  the  Web  event  at 

and  future  vision.  *We  must  grt  to  a  healthy  place  imb.org/hve.  For  questions  or 

The  hour-long  online  video  fo-  m  the  present  in  order  to  oe  in  a  comments  about  the  IMB  five 
rumwifflpiTwkfoawaytodttfogiie  healthy  position  for  die  future,"  stream,  email  info@imb.org. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Has  the  battle  for  restraint 
in  film  industry  been  lost? 


To  for  id  off  the  Hollywood’s 
noetic  tugs,  parents  and 
lktren  alike  need  to  know 
xi’s  guidelines  and  why  He 
ve  them  to  us.  Church  fd- 
wship  and  family  Bible  study 
estwl  the  besT  ways  to  reach 
tr  nation’s  youth.  And  parents 
*d  to  lead  by  example,  living 
u  nmnrai  principles  ana,  yes. 


new  release  "Woodlawn"  and,  a 
few  weeks  earlier,  "War  Room" 
—  just  aren’t  about  nurturing 
the  spirit. 

“Tne  Devil  at  4  O’clock," 
made  in  1961,  was  an  ad~ 
venture/drama  concerning 


KANSAS  CITY.  Kan.  (BP)  - 

You  don't  hear  many  com 


kaints  about  the  excesses  of 
loUywood  anymore. 

Yes,  1  get  cranky  about 


industry?  a  walk  wjth  Christ  Suddenly, 

And  when  s  \  m  the  midst  of  his  despair  tiw 

the  Iasi  time  that  is  bis  mission  field 

a  critic  wrote  IQKWWBItk*  m  Bnittiud  by  a  vdonic 

eruption.  A  ship  is  evacuat¬ 
ing  the  population,  but  a  few 
ofnis  parishioners  are  still 
trapped  further  up  the  moun¬ 
tain.  Aided  by  three  convicts 
who  have  nothing  to  lose,  the 
priest  goes  against  all  odds  to 
save  his  people.  It’s  an  allego¬ 
ry  about  finding  redemption 
and  salvation. 

One  of  the  most  striking 
things  about  that  film  is  that 
it  probably  wouldn't  be  made 
today  Rarely  do  we  see  films 
that  even  suggest  the  existence 
of  God.  Somewhere  along  the 
way  moviemakers,  in  general, 
quit  incorporating  biblical  ide- 


How's  that  working  out  for  our 
country  and  our  bus? 

We  are  instructed  in  God’s 
Word  to  be  a  lieht  unto  the 
world.  We  won  t  be  until  we 
desire  to  rise  above  the  cul¬ 
ture's  standard  and  embrace 
God's.  "Friendship  with  God  is 
reserved  for  those  who  rever¬ 
ence  him,"  the  psalmist  wrote. 
“With  them  alone  he  shares  the 
secrets  of  his  promises”  (Psalm 
25:14,  Living  Bible). 

In  a  secular  forum  my  as¬ 
sertions  would  be  met  with 
eye- rolling,  and  some  religious 
reviewers  also  eye-roll  when 
I  complain  of  these  matters. 
Many  of  my  colleagues  in 
criticism,  in  order  to  relate 
to  today’s  moviegoing  demo¬ 
graphic,  are  remaining  mum 
about  the  margin  of  abuse  in 
movies  and  how  the  content  of 
films  affects  our  culture,  then 
our  society. 

I  love  the  promise  of  mov¬ 
ies,  as  they  are  modem  man’s 
medium  for  relating  parables 
to  the  masses.  But  just  as  they 
can  uplift  man,  they  can  also 
mislead  him.  And  in  this  age  of 
excess,  movies  are  the  nails  in 
the  culture  s  coffin 

Ministers,  writers,  parents  — 
speak  up! 

Phil  Boatwright,  on  the  Web 
at  http://moviereporter.com. 
is  the  author  of  "Movies:  The 
Good,  the  Boa  and  the  Really, 
Really  Bad available  through 
Amazon.com. 


a  guide  called  "The  Movie 
Reporter";  its  sole  purpose  was 
to  provide  the  synopsis  and 
content  (the  rentons  tor  the  rat¬ 
ing)  of  new  theatrical  releases 
l  didn’t  even  offer  an  opinion  at 
that  time.  The  guide  was  meant 
merely  as  a  tool  to  aid  parents 
and  concerned  moviegoers. 

Times,  however,  have 
changed,  and  despite  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  Christian  film  reviewers 
who  were  as  concerned  about 
film  content  as  myself,  could  it 
be  that  the  battle  for  restraint 
in  cinema  has  been  lost? 

Now  1  suspect  that  many 
readers  of  this  column  see  very 
few  of  Hollywood’s  products, 
preferring  the  occasional  faith- 
based  release.  And  there’s  the 
TCM  network  (Turner  Classic 
Movies).  It’s  not  that  you  nec¬ 
essarily  want  to  watch  old  mov¬ 
ies,  just  ones  that  won’t  offend 
your  religious  beliefs.  Right? 

So  you  avoid  going  to  the 
movies.  Good  for  you.  But 
aren't  you  concerned  never¬ 
theless  with  the  direction  the 
media  is  leading  the  rest  of  this 
generation?  Are  you  giving  up 
tne  buttle? 

Let’s  be  honest,  we  re  way 
beyond  the  question,  "Do  the 
media  affect  our  lives?"  Many 
films  stimulate  our  more  carnal 
desires,  whereas  the  Bible 
steadfastly  maintains  it  is  the 
spirit  that  needs  to  be  satisfied 
Today’s  motion  pictures  —  with 
a  few  exceptions,  such  as  the 


rite  Send  resumes  gmed  com _ 
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quit  incorporating  h 
als  that  nourish  tne  soul. 

Those  ideals  need  to  be  re¬ 
found  by  this  generation.  We 
need  an  infusion  of  Hollywood 
productions  that  portray  the 
kind  of  religious  values  found 
in  "Stars  in  My  Crown,"  "Inn 
of  the  Sixth  Happiness"  and  “A 
Man  Called  Peter." 

Today’s  parents  are  support 
ive  of  their  kids’  sports  activi 
ties  (even  if  practice  takes  place 
on  Sunday  morning,  a  one-time 
no-no  in  America),  and  they’re 
concerned  about  what’s  being 
served  in  the  school  cafete 
ria,  but  they  are  giving  their 
children’s  minds  over  to  th* 
likes  of  Seth  Rogen  and  Miley 
Cyrus  (two  examples  of  today  s 
culture;  he’s  often  crude  and 
she’s  always  vulgar.) 

Far  too  many  adults  have 
given  up  the  battle  for  their 
kids’  spiritual  development. 
Why  aren't  we  talking  about 
this  epidemic? 


gmai.cam  _ _  toUQIQman  com  >250  00  a  — * 
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RECOVERY 

cont.  frorn^p.  1 

primary  areas  of  the  state.  A 
total  of  493  homes  have  been 
assessed  for  recovery,  mud-out 
or  rebuild.  To  date,  577  hom¬ 
eowner  assistance  tasks  have 
been  completed,  which  include 
everything  from  minor  dean- 
up  to  more  extensive  projects. 


prepared  in  the  response. 

In  preliminary  reporting 
SBDR  volunteers  and  chaplains 
have  made  at  least  34 8  Gospel 
presentations.  Thirty-five  in¬ 
dividuals  have  responded  with 
professions  of  faith  in  Christ 

North  Carolina  Baptists  have 
handled  much  of  the  volunteer 
work  in  the  Myrtle  Beach  and 
Brunswick  County,  N.C.,  area. 
Volunteers  from  Alabama  and 
Oklahoma  have  been  serving 
with  South  Carolina  volunteers 
in  and  around  Columbia,  S.C. 
Charleston  has  had  teams  serv¬ 
ing  from  Florida,  Louisiana, 
Oklahoma  and  Virginia,  along¬ 
side  South  Carolina  volunteers. 
Ministry  in  Honv  County,  is 
being  conducted  by  volunteers 
from  Mississippi,  Missouri,  New 
Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Virginia, 
Pennsylvania  and  South  Caroli¬ 
na.  In  diflferentparts  of  the  state 
teams  from  Florida,  Georgia, 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  have 
also  been  serving. 

"We  never  fek  more  like  a 
neighborhood  than  we  do  now 
because  of  neighbors  helping 
each  other,’  said  flood  survi¬ 
vor  Darin  Cobb,  who  lives  in 
the  Park  Hill  Retreat  neighbor¬ 
hood  in  North  Charleston.  "I 
knew  that  churches  help,  but  I’m 
amazed  at  what  they’re  doing.” 

Throughout  the  response 
college  students  have  been  us¬ 
ing  mil  breaks  and  weekends  to 
serve.  Students  from  the  Baptist 
College  of  Florida  were  serving 
in  Summerville  this  week.  An¬ 
other  group  of  college  students 
began  recovery  and  cleanup 
work  at  an  apartment  complex 
in  Columbia  on  October  23 . 


HELPING  HAND  -  Clemson  University  students  Katie  Latte 
{left)  end  Sarah  Parks  help  complete  a  Southern  Baptist  Disas¬ 
ter  Relief  mud-out  project  in  Columbia,  S.C.,  in  response  to 
historic  flooding  in  the  city  College  students  from  across  the 
country  have  been  volunteering  throughout  the  effort.  {NAM 8 
photo  courtesy  of  John  Swain) 


riage  strong. 

date  nights.  Volunteer  to  pay 
foramealorbatysit  Witnour 
five  kids,  it’s  no  small  task  for 
someone  in  our  church  family 
to  make  that  sacrifice.  But  it’s 
imperative  our  marriage  stav 
strong  in  order  for  the  church 
ministry  to  stay  strong 

A  deacon  and  his  wife  said 
they  would  keep  our  kids  for  a 
few  days,  so  we  could  get  away 
together  for  a  long  weekend. 
That  was  a  huge  undertaking 
for  them,  but  it  was  so  beneficial 
to  our  marriage  .  This  couple 
recognized  it  as  a  way  to  not  only 
minister  to  us,  but  to  our  entire 
church  as  well. 

o.  Fotgive  iw  when  we 
fait  Oftentimes,  our  mistakes 
are  more  exposed  because  of 
our  position.  Sometimes,  the  ex¬ 
pectations  placed  on  us  and  our 
children  are  unfair.  But  we  are 


“The  collegiate  and  local 
church  volunteer  response  to 
the  great  needs  is  so  encourag¬ 
ing,  Caison  said.  “God  contin¬ 
ues  to  use  His  people’s  love,  and 
their  willingness  to  share  that 
love,  in  such  real  and  practi¬ 
cal  ways.  We  are  hearing  many 
testimonies  of  homeowners  ac¬ 
cepting  Christ  as  a  result  of  the 
witness  of  volunteers. 

“We  continue  to  discover 
needs  in  many  communities 
in  South  Carohna.  As  the  wa¬ 
ter  has  receded,  and  roads  are 
opening  up,  SBDR  volunteers 
now  have  access  to  many  homes 
in  small  rural  communities. 
Please  continue  to  pray  for  the 
SBDR  leaders,  volunteers  and 
those  affected  in  South  Caro¬ 
lina,"  Caison  said. 

From  ash-out  ministry  in  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  Washington  and  Texas, 
to  rebuild  work  in  Detroit,  SBDR 
volunteers  are  serving  across  the 
country.  There  are  no  less  than 
eight  active  SBDR  volunteer  ef¬ 
forts  ongoing,  in  addition  to  the 
relief  efforts  in  South  Carolina. 

Volunteers  from  Kentucky, 
Ohio  and  Oklahoma  are  serv¬ 


ing  alongside  Michigan  SBDR 
teams  to  continue  the  long-term 
recovery  efforts  from  August 
2014  flooding  in  Detroit  ana  the 
surrounding  area.  It  was  one  of 
the  largest  natural  disasters  in 
Michigan  history.  Volunteers 
are  needed  for  continuing  re¬ 
covery  and  rebuild  efforts  that 
will  be  ongoing  for  die  foresee¬ 
able  future. 

NAMB  coordinates  and  man¬ 
ages  Southern  Baptist  respons¬ 
es  to  major  disasters  through 
partnerships  with  42  state  Bap¬ 
tist  conventions,  most  of  which 
have  their  own  state  disaster  re¬ 
lief  ministries. 

Southern  Baptists  have 
65,000  trained  volunteers  —  in¬ 
cluding  chaplains  —  and  1,550 
mobile  units  for  feeding,  chain¬ 
saw,  mud-out,  command,  com¬ 
munication,  child  care,  shower, 
laundry,  water  purification,  re¬ 
pair/ rebuild  and  power  genera¬ 
tion.  SBDR  ia  one  of  the  three 
largest  mobilizers  of  trained 
disaster  relief  volunteers  in  the 
United  States,  along  with  the 
American  Red  Cross  and  The 
Salvation  Army. 


Truth  is  not  relative. 


Find  it  in  iht*  Oik*  who  is  the*  way,  truth,  And  lilt?. 

Simplv  share  the  following  praver  v\ith  God 
in  \ our  own  words: 
I.  lord,  I  admit  lhal  I  need  you.  (I  h.lve  sinned.) 
Ik  /  2.1  want  forgiveness  tor  my  sins 

w 7 *  '|L  aod  freedom  from  eternal  death,  (t  repent.) 

A  j.  |  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose  from  the 
grave  to  forgive  rov  sins  and  to  restore 
rm  relationship  with  you. 
Jr  £  v  (I  believe  in  lesus.i 

Wm  By  faith,  I  invite  jesus  Christ  into  im  life, 
tfime  on.  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
Him.  (I  receive  (  hrist  as  my  Savior  and  lord.) 
him,  to  them  hv  i*<*»  «*  the  ritjhl  t<>  hei  now  thihirvn  »>t 
'  T)od,  eifd  tn  Ihnsr  \\  hn  />•  In  v  1  in  hi\  n.tnh  fntm  l  IJ> 
If  vmi  make  a  decision  for  Christ  today,  vontait  .1  loial  Southern  Baptist  church 

,  for  spiritual  guidance. 


1  payor's  spouse  will  I 
ired  to  fill  it  Honor 

cany  SeloadfoSiurch  more.  It 
wiO  show  us  you  care  about  our 
ministry  as  much  as  we  do. 

l*.  Please  think  of  us 
more  than  one  time  a 
year.  Hopefully,  you  show 
love  to  your  parents  more  than 
just  on  Mother's  and  Father’s 
Day.  Do  the  same  for  pastors 
ana  their  families. 

Although  Pastor  Apprecia¬ 
tion  Month  comes  around  each 
October,  we  still  need  love 
and  appreciation  the  other  11 
months.  Think  of  us  from  time 
to  time  -  there  is  a  good  chance 
we  need  you! 

Kelly  McCarkk  Parhson  (fr 
KeihjParkison)  is  a  pastor  s  wifi 
ana  stay-at-home  mom  ft)  fnx 
kids  in  Manchester,  Tenn. 
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y  New  Name  •  Genesis  17:1-8,  15-22 

Twenty-four  years  after  God  called  new  nation  from  his  offspring.  1  imagine  ofl 
)ram,  he  and  his  wife  still  were  child-  that  their  servants  and  family  whispered  nu 
is.  Few  ninety-nine-year-old  men  and  disbelief  at  these  amazing  name  changes,  ke 
wer  ninety-year-old  women  conceive,  God  changed  their  names  a  year  before  ha 
Abram  surely  was  loosing  hope.  God  they  had  Isaac,  so  for  a  year  their  new  ch 
•peared  to  him  again  and  confirmed  names  mocked  their  condition,  or  at  least  wf 
is  covenant,  as  recorded  in  Genesis  17.  until  she  was  obviously  with  child.  "li 

i  a  sign  that  God  was  still  working  in  his  God  also  told  Abraham  that  his  off-  la\ 
e,  God  changed  his  name  from  Abram,  spring  would  control  the  land  of  Canaan,  gr 
lich  means  "great  father"  to  Abraham,  where  Abraham  currently  was  a  guest,  ah 
“father  of  many.”  Imagine  the  Mings  That  prom¬ 
at  Abram  had  tor  seventy  yean  or  so,  ise  would 
inc  known  as  “great  father,"  and  being  not  be  ful- 
likfless.  Then  God  changed  his  name  filled  for 
"father  of  a  multitude  I  wonder  if  over  four 

hundred 
years,  as 
the  Lord 


1  already,  so  and  will  multiply  him  exceedingly;  twelve 
one  the  Lord  princes  shall  ne  beget,  and  I  will  make 
xl  told  Abra-  him  a  great  nation.  But  my  covenant  will 
d  give  him  a  1  establish  with  Isaac,  which  Sarah  shall 
ne him  Isaac,  bear  unto  thee  at  this  set  time  in  the  next 
?  laughs,"  or  year,"  (KJV).  Ishmael  was  the  result  of 
7,  Abraham  Abraham  and  Sarah  trying  to  accomplish 
Sarah  would  God’s  promise  on  their  own.  Yet,  God 
18:10-15  Sar-  kept  His  word  to  Abraham  and  prospered 
tbraham  she  the  offspring  of  Ishmael.  God  keeps  His 
would  give  word,  even  when  we  do  not. 

Abraham  a  Some  have  mistakenly  said  that  from 
child  within  Ishmael  came  all  the  Arab  nations,  and 
a  year.  She  that  the  Jews  today  suffer  because  Abra- 
laughed,  ham  tried  to  accomplish  God’s  promise  in 
then  denied  the  flesh.  That  may  sound  good  in  a  ser- 
it  to  the  mon,  but  is  not  a  biblical  teaching.  First, 
Lord’s  an-  when  Hagar  and  Ishmael  were  sent  out  by 
So  God  Abraham,  they  ended  up  in  frypt,  where 
told  iLem  to  Ishmael  took  an  Egyptian  wife.  Abraham 
name  their  had  also  been  in  Egypt,  who  obviously 
son  Laugh-  were  not  offspring  oflshmaeL  The  Egyp- 
her  sense  of  tians  were  and  are  today  a  Semite  people 
b  she  states,  group.  Second,  later  the  Edomites  would 
h,  so  that  all  De  offspring  of  Esau,  as  the  Ammonites 
7  (KJV).  We  were  from  Lot.  Many  Arabs  descended 
lore  detail  in  from  these  as  well.  Just  as  Abraham 
had  to  wait  for  Isaac,  we  must  wait  a  few 
enesis  17:20-  weeks  to  see  God's  promise  fulfilled. 

"And  as  for 

lehoki,  I  have  Henson  is  pastor  of  Oakdale  Church, 

him  fruitful,  Brandon. 


Explore  the  1 

with  Rick  Henson 


Abraham  must  have  known  that  people 
mocked  him  and  thought  him  delusional. 

From  our  side  of  the  story  we  know  that 
God  came  through,  but  from  Abraham’s 
tide,  it  must  have  seemed  hopeless.  That 
was  right  where  God  wanted  Abram  to 

be,  for  He  would  get  the  glory  for  their  never  seeing  the  one  about 
miracle  child.  wonder  the  bible  reads  fou 

Sarai  meant  "my  princess,"  which  Abraham,  “And  he  believed 
meant  that  first  she  was  her  father’s  prin-  he  counted  it  to  him  as  ri 
cess,  then  Abram’s.  God’s  name-change  (Genesis  15:6,  Romans  4:3, 
to  Sarah  meant  simply  “princes*,"  or  and  James  2:23  KJV). 
princess  to  many  instead  of  just  one.  God  Though  Abraham  belie 


Stand  Courageously  •  Daniel  3:13-18,  26-28 


"A  ship  is  safe  in  harbor,  but  that's  not 
what  ships  are  for."  This  succinct  state¬ 
ment  by  william  G.  Shedd  applies  to  this 
wecfcfr  season.  We  continue  following  four 
young  Hebrew  captives  in  Babylon.  Dan¬ 
iel  and  his  three  friends  coupled  their 
steadfast  commitment  to  God  with  tact, 
wisdom,  integrity,  and  faithfulness  to  the 
tasks  at  hand  to  garner  significant  places 
of  position  in  the  Babylonian  hierarchy 
Possibly,  except  for  the  dietary  incident 
in  chapter  one,  these  four  were  able  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  placed  on 
them  by  King  Nebuchadnezzar  without 
upsetting  the  apple  cut,  nor  compromis¬ 
ing  their  belief  system.  However,  this  was 
about  to  change. 

You’ll  recall  Nebuchadnezzar's  dream 
that  Daniel  recounted  and  interpreted 

(Daniel  2:27-45).  In  verses  32,  37,  and 
38,  Daniel  compares  the  head  of  gold  to 
the  king's  incredible,  expansive  power. 
However,  the  young  slave  quicuy  de¬ 
clares  this  power  came  from  the  God  of 
heaven"  (v.  37  NIV). 

Daniel  2:46-48  showed  Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar's  appreciative  response.  However,  this 
egotistical  ruler  must  nave  had  a  short-term 
memofy  lapse,  or  he  couldn't  get  the  "head 
of  gold  affhis  mind.  Chapter  3  portrays  his 
construction  of  a  ninety-feet-high  golden 
statue  (v.  1).  He  called  all  leaders  and  of¬ 
ficials  in  his  expansive  domain  to  come  to 


a  dedication  service.  As  the  multitude  as¬ 
sembled,  a  herald  made  an  announcement 
Music  would  be  presented,  and  when  those 
gathered  beard  it,  aD  were “to  fall  down  and 
worship  the  image  of  gokT  (v.  5).  Those  who 
refused  would  “immediately  be  thrown  into 
a  blazing  furnace"  (v.  6).  Mass  obeisance 
was  paid,  but  some  Chaldean  astrologers 
noticed  a  few  did  not  join  the  prostrated 
throng.  When  these  men  notified  the  king 
that  Shadrach,  Meshach  and  Abednego  ig¬ 
nored  his  royal  command,  he  blew  his  top 
(vs.  12-13). 

Calling  I 

-  g 

fcr  Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Nebuchad-  .  /* 

nezzar  con-  *  with  Ann  Maniscc 

firmed  that  A 

indeed,  re-  ’ 
fused  the 

king's  edict  Giving  them  another  chance 
to  oo  his  bidding,  he  reiterated  the  con¬ 
sequence  of  non-compliance,  intimating 
haughtily  that  no  god  could  save  them. 

The  three  confidently  replied  that  their 
God  could  rescue  them  from  the  fiery  fur¬ 
nace,  but  even  if  He  chose  not  to  do  so, 
they  would  not  serve  the  king’s  deities  or 
worship  the  golden  image  (v.  18).  Verses 


19-28  detail  the  three  being  thrown  in  the 
billowing  inferno,  where  they  were  joined 
with  another  being,  "like  a  son  of  the  ^ods" 


i  Ann  Maniscalco 


the  white-hot  flames,  the  incredulous  king 
called  out  "Shadrach,  Meshach  and  Abed- 
nego,  servants  of  the  Most  High  God,  come 
01?  (v.  26)!  To  the  king  ana  his  cohorts’ 
amazement,  no  sign  of  smoke  or  burning 
was  found  on  the  men  or  on  their  clothing. 
The  tyrant  ruler  offered  praise  to  Gcd.  He 
commended  the  faith  of  these  three,  say¬ 
ing,  "they 
jh  were  willing 
P -SPJk  W  to  give  up 
their  lives 
fa-  rather  than 

serve  and 
worship 
Kf  any  god  ex 

Jt fH  «!* 

,'rV  own  God" 

(V.  28). 

Believ¬ 
ers  have  always  faced  such  challenges; 
persecution  is  a  given  for  “everyone  who 
wants  to  live  a  godly  life  in  Christ  Jesus" 
(2  Timothy  3:12)  Often,  the  experiences 
don’t  have  such  a  happy  ending.  The  re¬ 
sults  of  courageously  standing  for  Christ 
in  the  face  of  evil  or  injustice  can  range 
from  being  ridiculed  by  friends  to  a  loss 
of  an  important  job  or  relationship,  or  it 


may  bring  painful  physical  mistreatment 
or  even  death. 

Look  bade  at  the  quote  at  the  begin- 
nms  of  the  lesson.  As  we  ready  each  dsy  to 
embark  on  the  great  adventure  of  life,  our 
ship  may  receive  notice  of  some  stormy 
seas  ahead!  Will  we  chance  venturing  out 
of  safe  harbor?  How  can  we  prepare  to  set 
sail?  The  steadfast  young  trio  in  our  lesson 
gives  us  good  examples  to  follow  for  such 
times:  [1]  they  stayed  calm.  They  didn’t 
plead  for  mercy  or  give  in;  they  just  care¬ 
fully  responded  to  Nebuchadnezzar,  [2) 
they  were  committed  Their  heritage  al¬ 
ready  determined  their  decision  (see  Exo¬ 
dus  20:3-5);  (3)  they  boldly  spoke  of  tlieir 
faith  (see  Romans  i:i6);[4J  they  were  cou¬ 
rageous  and  confident.  They  knew  what’ 
er  unfolded,  God  was  with  them  (Hebrews 
13:5)  and  that  He  was  in  ultimate  control. 

As  Christ -followers  today,  we  must  pre¬ 
pare  to  do  the  same.  Ephesians  6:10  18 
shows  us  the  spiritual  armor  God  has  giv¬ 
en  us.  Verse  17  encapsulates  the  passage: 
‘Therefore  put  on  the  full  armor  of  God,  so 
that  when  the  day  of  evil  comes,  you  may 
be  able  to  stand  your  ground,  and  after 
you  have  done  everything,  to  stand."  The 
Lord  encourages  and  equips  His  people 
for  bold,  faithful  living. 

Ann  Maniscalco  is  a  member  of  Em¬ 
manuel  Baptist  Church  in  Ocean  Springs. 


HOUSTON 

com.  from  p.  1 

churches  prays  for  those  who 
will  be  in  transition,  we  also  be¬ 
lieve  that  it’s  important  for  the 
SBC  family  to  consider  ways 
they  can  open  ministry  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  them. 


“Houston  is  a  very  diverse 
city  with  many  of  the  world’s 
people  groups  residing  the  city," 
Welch  said.  “IMB  missionar¬ 
ies  are  some  of  the  most  highly 
trained  and  highly  cultured 
leaders  that  we  have  in  the  SBC. 
We  believe  that  by  providing 
these  missionaries  with  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  church  planting  and 


revitalization  in  Houston,  we 
could  see  a  ministry  surge  that 
could  have  transformational 
Kingdom  impact  throughout 
Houston.  SBTC  is  currently 
seeking  a  Reach  Houston  co¬ 
ordinator  to  live  in  the  city  and 
direct  church  planting  and  re¬ 
vitalization  efforts.  During  the 
search,  former  SBTC  missions 


director  Terry  Coy  will  serve  as 
interim  coordinator. 

“Although  we  know  the  ad¬ 
justment  for  many  returning 
missionaries  could  be  difficult, 
we  are  excited  that  God  is  going 
to  use  this  time  to^join  some  of 
the  returning  missionaries  with 
SBTC’s  focus  on  reaching  Hous¬ 
ton,"  said  Coy,  who  grew  up 


in  Chile  as  a  child  of  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries. 

The  revitalization  and 
church  planting  needs  in  the 
Houston  area  are  great.  We  are 
asking  the  Lord  to  call  the  right 
people  with  the  right  experience 
to  join  with  us  in  this  Kingdom 
adventure.  Look  forward  to 
great  things!" 
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Study:  Pastors  grow  more  polarized  on  Islam 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Protestant  pastors 
are  increasingly  polarized  about  Is¬ 
lam,  with  a  growing  share  labeling  the 
Muslim  faitn  violent  while  a  sharply 
rising  minotity  calls  it  spiritually  good, 
a  new  study  snows. 

Although  a  majority  considers  Islam 
dangerous,  a  small  but  increasing  seg¬ 
ment  believes  Islam  is  similar  to  Chris¬ 
tianity,  according  to  a  new  survey  by 
LifeWay  Research. 

And  two-thirds  of  Protestant  pastors 
agree  Christianity  and  Islam  should 
seek  to  coexist  in  America. 

The  softening  of  some  pastors’  views 
toward  Islam  is  a  key  finding  of  a  Life- 
Way  Research  survey  of  1,000  Protes¬ 
tant  pastors.  Seventeen  percent  of  pas¬ 
tors  characterize  Islam  as  similar  to 
Christianity,  nearly  double  the  o  per¬ 
cent  from  five  years  earlier.  Although 
views  shifted  in  both  directions,  posi¬ 
tive  opinions  rose  more  significantly. 

The  American  public,  meanwhile,  is 
twice  as  likely  as  pastors  to  see  com¬ 
mon  ground  between  Islam  and  Chris¬ 
tianity.  In  a  parallel  survey  of  1,000 
Americans,  more  than  a  third  say  the 
two  faiths  are  similar. 

To  understand  the  data,  you  have  to 
understand  that  Protestant  pastors  are 
not  of  one  mind,”  said  Ed  Stetzer,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  LifeWay  Research, 
"and  minds  are  changing  in  more  than 
one  direction.” 

Shifting  views 

While  more  than  8  in  10  Protestant 
pastors  say  Islam  is  fundamentally  dif¬ 
ferent  from  Christianity,  just  as  they 
did  in  2010,  minority  viewpoints  are 
increasing,  LifeWay  Research  finds. 

Compared  to  five  years  ago,  pas¬ 
tors  are  much  more  likely  to  describe 
Islam  in  favorable  terms.  Fifty  percent 
say  Islam  promotes  charity,  up  from 
33  percent.  Significant  numbers  also 
describe  Islam  as  spiritually  good  (32 
percent,  up  from  19  percent),  tolerant 
{24  percent,  up  from  16  percent),  and 
open  (22  percent,  up  from  12  percent.) 

Negative  opinions  are  also  on  the 
rise,  although  the  shift  is  less  dramatic. 
A  slim  majority  considers  Islam  dan¬ 
gerous  (52  percent,  up  from  44  per¬ 
cent).  Almost  half  say  Islam  promotes 
violence  (49  percent,  up  from  42  per¬ 
cent)  and  is  spiritually  evil  (46  percent, 
up  from  39  percent). 

Stetzer  explained,  “Some  mainline 
pastors  and  a  few  evangelicals  are  an¬ 
swering  questions  in  a  more  positive 
way,  while  some  evangelicals  and  a  few 
mainline  Protestants  are  trending  in  a 
negative  way.  But  the  biggest  move  is 
in  the  smallest  percent  —  and  is  in  a 
more  positive  direction.” 

The  surveys  allowed  pastors  to 
choose  positive  and  negative  terms 
to  defenbe  Islam,  and  pastors  chose 
more  of  both  thisyear  than  they  did  in 
LifeWay  Research’s  survey  five  years 
ajo.  Fewer  pastors  opted  for  none 

In  the  most  pointed  increase,  53 
percent  of  pastors  say  Islam  is  rel¬ 
evant  today,”  an  opinion  held  by  only 
a8  percent  five  years  earlier. 

*lt  only  makes  sense  that  Islam  is 
relevant  today  —  it's  on  the  evening 
news  regulamr.  What’s  perhaps  most 
interesting  is  that  the  majority  of  that 
coverage  is  negative,  but  some  pastors 
still  evidence  a  more  positive  percep¬ 
tion,"  Stetzer  said. 

“Furthermore,  it  is  worth  noting  that 
while  pastors  appear  to  be  increasingly 


"It  only  makes  sense 
that  Islam  is  relevant  today  — 
it's  on  the  evening  news 
regularty.  What's  perhaps  most 
interesting  is  that  the  majority 
of  that  coverage  is  negative,  but 
some  pastors  still  evidence  a 
more  positive  perception.' 

Ed  Stetzar 
executive  director  of 


familiar  with  Islam,”  Stetzer  said,  “the 
same  large  majority  recognizes  unmis¬ 
takable  differences  between  Islam  and 
Christianity.* 

Moving  apart 

Evangelical  and  mainline  pastors 
hold  divergent  opinions  about  Islam. 
Most  self-identified  evangelical  minis¬ 
ters  view  it  as  a  violent  and  dangerous 
faith,  while  most  self-identified  main¬ 
line  pastors  associate  it  with  peace, 
love  and  compassion. 

The  gap  has  widened  in  the  past 
five  years. 

Fifty-two  percent  of  evangelical 
pastors  today  characterize  Islam  as 
spiritually  evil  (up  from  44  percent), 
while  only  32  percent  of  mainline  pas¬ 
tors  agree,  a  rate  unchanged  from  five 
years  ago. 

Conversely,  nearly  half  of  mainline 
pastors  call  Islam  spiritually  good  (47 
percent,  up  from  35  percent).  Fewer 
than  1  in  4  evangelical  pastors  share 
that  opinion  (24  percent,  up  from  16 
percent). 

Evangelical  pastors  increasingly 
say  Islam  is  dangerous  (59  percent,  up 
from  50  percent)  and  promotes  vio¬ 
lence  (54  percent,  up  from  49  percent), 
while  mainline  pastors'  views  on  those 
terms  are  little  changed.  In  contrast, 
growing  numbers  of  mainline  pastors 
say  Islam  is  tolerant  (35  percent,  up 
from  25  percent)  and  open  too  per¬ 
cent,  up  from  18  percent),  while  evan¬ 
gelical  pastors’  agreement  with  those 
terms  rises  only  sughtly. 

Asked  which  of  two  well-known  de¬ 
scriptions  is  closer  to  their  beliefs,  59 
percent  of  evangelical  pastors  choose 
evangelist  Franklin  Graham’s  charac¬ 
terization  of  Islam  as  ”a  veiy  evil  and 
a  very  wicked  religion,"  while  51  per¬ 
cent  of  mainline  pastors  choose  former 
President  George  W.  Bush’s  comment, 
“the  Muslim  faith  is  based  upon  peace 
and  love  and  compassion.” 

“While  these  quotes  are  hardly  new, 
they  still  embody  opposite  perspectives 
held  by  different  theological  groups  df 
Christian  leaders,"  Stetzer  said. 

Americans'  views 

Though  pastors  don’t  see  eye  to  eye 
on  Islam,  an  even  laiger  chasm  divides 
them  from  the  American  public. 

While  83  percent  of  Protestant  pas¬ 
tors  believe  Islam  is  fundamentally 
different  from  Christianity,  only  44 
percent  of  Americans  agree.  Almost  as 
many  Americans  (34  percent)  consider 
the  two  faiths  similar. 

Overall.  Americans  tend  to  be  more 
sympathetic  than  pastors  toward  Is¬ 
lam.  They  are  less  likely  than  both 
mainline  and  evangelical  pastors  to 
view  Islam  as  dangerous,  violent  or 
spiritually  evil. 


Which  of  the  following  characteristics 
would  you  use  to  describe  Islam? 

■  2010  -  Protestant  PMtor*  ■  2015  -  Prot»«t*nt  P»»tor« 

■  2018  -  AM  Americans 


Methodology 

The  phone  survey  of  Americans  was  conducted  Sept.  14-28.  2016  The  catting 
utilized  random  digit  diakno.  Fifty  percent  of  completes  were  among  landitnes 
and  60  percent  among  cellphones  Maximum  quotas  and  slight  weights  were 
used  for  gender,  region,  age.  ethnicity  end  education  to  more  accurately  reflect 
the  population  The  completed  sample  is  1.000  surveys.  The  sample  provides  85 
percent  confident  that  the  sampling  error  does  not  exceed  plus  or  minus  3  0 
percent.  Margins  of  error  ere  higher  in  subgroups. 

The  phone  survey  of  Protestant  pastors  was  conducted  Sept.  8-21.  2015  The 
celling  list  wet  a  stratified  random  sample  drawn  from  a  list  of  ad  Protestant 
churches  in  America.  Each  interview  was  conducted  with  the  senior  pastor,  min¬ 
ister  or  priest  of  the  church  called.  Responses  were  weighted  by  region  to  more 
accurately  reflect  the  population.  The  completed  sample  it  1,000  surveys  The 
sample  provides  96  percent  confidence  that  the  sampling  error  does  not  exceed 
plus  or  minus  3.2  percent.  Margins  of  error  ere  higher  in  adbgroups 

LifeWay  Research,  based  in  Nashville.  is  an  evangelical  research  firm  that 
specializes  in  surveys  about  faith  m  culture  and  matters  that  affect  the  church 


But  for  most  Americans,  Islam  isn’t 
a  black-and-white  issue,  LifeWay  Re¬ 
search  finds.  Their  uncertainty  is  evi¬ 
dent  throughout  the  survey. 

While  31  percent  of  Americans  say 
Islam  is  tolerant,  almost  as  many  (26 
percent)  say  it  promotes  violence. 
Equal  numbers  find  Islam  to  be  dan¬ 
gerous  and  open  (29  percent  each). 


Not  a  single  characteristic  -  positive 
or  negative  —  gains  agreement  from  a 
majority,  and  13  perccn,  of  Americans 
remain  entirety  undecided,  choosing 
“none  of  these. 

Americans  are  also  unsure  whether 
Christians  and  Muslims  pray  to  the 
same  God  -  46  percent  say  yes,  while 
47  percent  say  no. 


